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ASIAN RENEWABLE ENERGY HUB 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [1.01 pm]: 
On Friday, the globally significant Asian Renewable Energy Hub project reached a major milestone, with environmental 
approval granted for the first stage of this mega-scale wind and solar hybrid renewable energy project that is located 
approximately 220 kilometres northeast of Port Hedland. In 2018, the project was granted lead agency status with 
the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, and it has the potential to transform the Pilbara economy 
with major flow-on benefits to the state. It will ensure that people in the Pilbara and international customers are 
able to access competitively priced green energy. At least three gigawatts of power is expected to be made available 
for Pilbara users. The approval marks a major step forward for the project, which plans to eventually expand to 
26 gigawatts of renewable wind and solar generation, providing energy to service industries in the Pilbara and 
providing markets in Asia with green hydrogen and ammonia. 

The 15-gigawatt first stage of the project is anticipated to create thousands of jobs in the Pilbara and will be one of 
the world’s largest renewable hydrogen projects. It is expected to create significant new manufacturing opportunities 
in Western Australia, with an estimated 5 000 direct construction jobs to be created during the 10-year project 
construction period and 3 000 direct jobs to be created for the 50 years–plus operational period. Clean, cheap energy 
can also support new and expanded mines and downstream mineral processing. Most of the project infrastructure 
will be established in the Shire of East Pilbara, with an infrastructure corridor proposed to pass through the Shire of 
Broome to the coast to provide an offshore export terminal. 
Expansion plans for the project are underway, with the project proponent, NW Interconnected Power, having 
submitted its environmental approvals for a 26-gigawatt second stage of the project to the Western Australian 
Environmental Protection Authority late last week. Key revisions to the original project include the addition of 
downstream processing facilities, utilising sea water and renewable power to produce green hydrogen and ammonia, 
replacing the transmission of power to South-East Asia and replacing export power cables with desalination plant 
intake and discharge pipelines and ammonia product export pipelines to ship load-out facilities approximately 
20 kilometres offshore. 

The project also proposes to replace fly in, fly out or drive in, drive out construction and operations workforce models 
with the construction of a new company town. The project will put Western Australia on the map as a leading 
destination for green energy generation and a major contributor to lowering global carbon emissions. 
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